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If we approach the given theme “Living Religious
Heritage” only from the aspect of the immovable
expression of heritage and its conservation, the
confrontation or contradiction of needs between material-
oriented conservation and the religious activities utilizing
the heritage would be unnecessarily overemphasized
and would be contrary to the purpose of this forum. The
awareness of the community to which the concerned
heritage belongs (in this case the religious communities)
as well as the regeneration of structures of heritage value
satisfying modern conservation ethics - these are already
under discussion around the world.

The important key word of this forum will be “religious”
more than “living” from the words in the title. What does
this keyword “religious” mean in the discussion of this
forum? The first thing which came up in my mind was
peoples’ strong faith which is still playing an important
role in the community in many developing Asian countries.
In some temple compounds in small villages in remote
areas of Asia, not only the statues enshrined there but also
ornaments and utensils are of heritage value and are still
in use for the village residents’ rituals and festivals, which
are also heritage themselves. Instead of removing these
objects from the original place to a modern museum, it is
more important to pursue a holistic approach to recognize
these properties as a total expression of their host culture,
combining tangible (both immovable and movable) and
intangible expressions of heritage together with the
natural/cultural landscape. This approach has been gaining
acceptance also in developed countries, sometimes but
not always for the revitalization of rural areas which are
suffering from an economic recession.
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I. Definition
1. For the purpose of this recommendation, the term
"cultural property’ means movable and immovable
property of great importance to the cultural heritage
of a country, such as works of art and architecture,



manuscripts, books and other property of artistic,
historical or archaeological interest, ethnological
documents, type specimens of flora and fauna,
scientific collections and important collections of books
and archives, including musical archives.

2. Each Member State should adopt whatever criteria
it deems most suitable for defining which items of
cultural property within its territory should receive
the protection envisaged in this recommendation by
reason of their great importance.
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59) Recommendation concerning the Preservation of Cultural

Property Endangered by Public or Private works
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I. Definition

1. For the purpose of this recommendation, the term
"cultural property’ applies to:

(a) Immovables, such as archaeological and historic

or scientific sites, structures or other features of
historic, scientific, artistic or architectural value,
whether religious or secular, including -groups of
traditional structures, historic quarters in urban or
rural built-up areas and the ethnological structures
of previous cultures still extant in valid form. It
applies to such immovables constituting ruins
existing above the earth as well as to archaeological
or historic remains found within the earth. The term
cultural property also includes the setting of such
property;

(b) Movable property of cultural importance including
that existing in or recovered from immovable
property and that concealed in the earth, which
-may be found’ in archaeological or historical sites or
elsewhere.

2. The term ’cultural property’ includes not only the
established and scheduled architectural, archaeological
and historic sites and structure, but also the
unscheduled or unclassified vestiges of the past as well
as artistically or historically important recent sites and
structures.
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Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl Habitat

Man and Biosphere Programme

United Nations Conference on the Human Environment
Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment

Action Plan for the Human Environment

United Nations Environment Programme

Resolution 2997 on 15 December, 1972
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the world’s superb natural and scenic areas and historic
sites for the present and the future of the entire world
citizenry

World Heritage Trust
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